
SteveLedoux,TownManager
TownHall
Acton, MA 01720 September9, 2010

DearSteveLedoux,

We areawareofthedifficult economy,neverthe less,Acton shouldnot fall behindin the
increasesfor HandicappedParkingviolationfines. We arerecommendingthefinebe
increasedfrom $25 to $100which is well within the allowablerangeandmorein line
with ourneighboringtowns. By increasingthefine, ourcommunitycandecrease
HandicappedParkingspaceabuse.In so doing,wecanimproveaccessto Handicapped
Parkingspacesby authorizedpeoplewith disabilities.

Thefollowing is informationfrom theMassachusettsDepartmentofTransportation
RegistryofMotor Vehicles.

“A personparkingin a HandicappedParking(HP) spacewithouta HPplacardor HP
plate maybe issuedaparkingticket. Unauthorizedparldng in a handicapspotwas
increasedfroma rangeof$25to $100to a rangeof$100to $300. Thevehiclemaybe
towed. The law also makesit illegal to parkin certain areaswhichare intendedspaces
for wheelchairl~ftsandramps.”

Thelaw concerningHP placardfraudandabusewasamendedin 2001. Theamended
law increasedthefines for placardabuseandabuseofthehandicapparkingspace.
Anyoneusingaplacardin anHPspacethatwasissuedto anotherpersonis placard
abuse.Any tamperingoralteringofaplacardis abuse.Usingaphotographofplacardis
abuse.AnyoneusinganHPplatein anHPspacewithouttheHP plateholdereither
enteringorexitingthevehicleis plateabuse.

“Theprovisionincreasesthefinefor wrongful useoftheHPplate orplacardfrom$100
to $500for thefirst offensewith a mandatorythirty day lossofdriver’s license. Thefine
for eachsubsequentoffenseis $1,000.A citation of$500. canbe written underChapter
90 section2: HandicapParkingAbuse.A responsiblefindingfor thecitationwill
automaticallysuspendtheviolator’s licensefor thirty days.”

Studieshaveshownthemostcommonreasonsfor abuseare:
. Socialattitudestowardpeoplewith disabilities(just don’t care)



o Convenience,closeproximity to store/facility,especiallyin poorweather
conditions

• Lackof otherparkingspaces
• Inconsistency(or lackof) law enforcement
o Poorsignage,fadedpainton pavement,no uprightposts
o Not awareofeligibility for HPplacardor plate

We areawareoftheneedfor educationandoutreachto all citizensespeciallyelderswho
maybe eligible for HPplateorplacards.BusinessesneedimprovedHP signagein their
parkinglots. Citizensneedto respectofthe rightsofpeoplewith disabilitiesthrough
heighteningsocialattitudes.Law enforcementcanhelpourresolveby issuingparking
tickets/citationsfor HP spaceabuse.TheCommissionon Disability canprovide
education,outreachandresourcesto thesegroups.

As a community,weneedto ensureHP parkingis alwaysavailableto peoplewith
disabilitiessotheycanwork, shopand enjoyrecreationalactivities.

Sincerely,

BrendaViola, Secretary
Acton Commissionon Disability


